
Jack Herbert, left, and Xavier Schlee direct 
cold-weather concrete to the pour site adjacent 

to the CCHRC facility in Fairbanks. 

3-D visualization ,Web-based 
software called JVIEW that 
is under development. Stu­
dents and professors at UA 
Southeast Juneau worked 
with federal researchers 
using ground-penetrating 
radar at Mendenhall Lake. 
The radar was developed to 
find unexploded ordnance, 
but it can also find sunken 
boats, barrels of waste, or 
discarded batteries. 

"This gives students rele­
vant work experience," Pool 
said. "They can put on their 
resumes that they worked on 
something that was used by 
the federal govemment." 

Springboard's main focus 
is K-12, demonstrated by 
the organization's willing­
ness to underwrite a trip to 
Maryland last summer for 15 
Alaska science teachers. The 
teachers attended classes 

federal military lab in Rome, N.Y, and sponsored by the U.S. Department 
professors and students at University of of Defense that stressed "hands-on" 
Alaska Fairbanks. Students evaluated a instruction for students in eight areas: 

concrete, composite, smart sensors, 
biosensors, polymers, food packag~ 
ing and sports materials. Springboard 
also facilitated workshops in Alaska on 
these subjects. Participating teachers 
received elaborate teaching kits worth 
several hundred dollars each. 

More hands-on came when Spring­
board organized the Juneau Robot 
Jamboree last fall. Teams of middle and 
elementary school pupils from Juneau 
and Hoonah labored over Springboard­
supplied robot-building kits for weeks, 
and then tested their creations against 
each other to perform designated tasks. 
Students were also ranked on teamwork, 
design and programming. 

Pool said he would like to see an 
experienced scientist deployed to local 
schools for further projects. He'd also like 
to task UA masters-in-business-adminis­
tration students with helping loan-seeking 
start-ups to polish their business plans. 

"(Springboard) is like a snowball 
going down a hill," said Pool. "We're 
just getting bigger and bigger as we 
go along." 

Springboard may be contacted at 
www.gospringboard.com. 0 
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